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What are Pathways and Programs 

of Study? 

 

Pathway refers to the plan that helps 

students take the right courses from 

high school through college that lead 

to a career: such as a pathway to 

“Registered Nursing.”  

 

A Program of Study is an agree-

ment between a high school and a 

college that lists suggested high 

school courses, advanced learning 

opportunities, and college courses 

required to earn a credential for entry 

into a specific career.   

 

Students should ask counselors if 

their high school has a Pathway to a 

their chosen careers and take cours-

es listed in that Program of Study. 

Helena College University of Montana, a 

comprehensive two-year college,  

provides access to and support of lifelong 

educational opportunities to a diverse 

community.  Programs offerings include: 

 Associate of Arts, General Transfer 

 Associate of Science, General 

Transfer 

 Accounting; Business Technology 

 Automotive Technology 

 Aviation Maintenance Technology 

 Computer-Aided Manufacturing 

 Computer Technology 

 Diesel Technology 

 Fire and Rescue 

 Geoscience Technology 

 Interior Space Planning and Design 

 Metals Technology 

 Nursing Programs 

 Office Technology 

 Welding Technology 

In partnership with Universities: 

 AS Business Administration 

 BAS Business 

 BS Business & Information  

 Technology 

 AAS Early Childhood Education 

 BS Secondary Education Industrial 

Technology 

 BS Criminal Justice 

 BS Health Administration 

 

Plus, numerous Continuing  

Education Opportunities, Online and 

On Campus 

 
Big Sky Pathways  

Big Sky Pathways helps students select 
the  courses that lead seamlessly to  
college and careers.   
 
The pathways developed by Helena  
College and its partner schools:  
 
1) Guide students into taking the right 
courses in high school so they can move 
quickly to a college degree; 
 
2) Ensure that students learn something 
new in each class without repeating  
information already learned; 
 
3) Give students opportunities to earn 
college credit while in high school;  
 
4) Lead to job-related credentials,        
certificates, or degrees; and 
 
5) Focus on preparing students for high-
demand, high-pay jobs with the skills that 
employers need.  
 

 During the 2014-15 school year, Helena 

College will work with high schools to develop 

new pathways, such as Mental Health Direct 

Care, which will allow students to begin taking 

appropriate dual credit courses in this field; find 

high-demand jobs after earning a two-year      

degree; or transfer to a university. 



2013 -2014 Pathways  

Bu s in e ss  a n d  F i n an ce  

    Sma l l  Bu s i n e ss  Mg mt  

    Acco u n t i ng  

Tra n sp o r ta t i o n  

    Au to mo t i ve  Te ch n o l o g y  

Ad va n ce d  Ma n u fa c tu r i ng  

    We l d in g  

    Co mp u te r -A id e d   

 Ma n u fa c tu r i n g  

 

2014 -2015 Pathways  

L a w,  Se cu r i t y ,  Pu b l i c   

Sa fe ty ,  Co r re c t i o n s ,  Se cu r i t y  

    F i r e  a nd  Re scu e  

    L e g a l  Su p p o r t  Sp e c i a l i s t  

    C r i m i n a l  Ju s t i ce  

I n fo rma t i o n  Te ch n o l o g y  

    Co mp u te r  P ro g ra mmi n g  

    Ne t wo rk i n g  

He a l th  Sc i en ce  

    P ra c t i ca l  Nu rs i n g  

    Re g i s te re d  Nu rs i n g  

    Me d i ca l  Ad m i n  Sp e c i a l i s t  

    Me n ta l  He a l th  D i re c t  Ca re  

Tra n s po r ta t i on  ( I f  p oss i b l e )  

    A v i a t io n  M a in te na nc e  

    D i es e l  M ec ha n ics  

 

Par t i c ipa t i ng School s :  

Bro a d wa te r  H S  

Ca p i ta l  H S  

Dru m mo n d  H S  

He l e n a  HS  

Je f fe r son  HS  

Gre a t  Fa l l s  CM R  

Gre a t  Fa l l s  HS  

L i n co l n  HS  

Po we l l  Co u n ty  HS  

Th re e  Fo rks  H S  

 

For more information about Helena College’s Pathways:  
 
 
Jan Clinard 
Helena College University of Montana 
1115 North Roberts, Helena MT 
406-447-6951 
jan.clinard@umhelena.edu 
 
Or, snap the QR Code for Big Sky Pathways throughout Montana 

The College Credit Advantage 

F U N D E D  t h r o u g h  a  F e d e ra l  

C a r l  D .  P e r k i n s  G ra n t :   

Streng thening  

Bi g S ky P a thways ,   

a d m i n i s t e re d  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  

o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  

Dual Credit Opportunities in Helena College’s Current Big Sky Pathways 
 
Helena College has Pathways in Accounting and Small Business Management, in partnership with  
Capital, Helena, Broadwater, Lincoln, and Jefferson High Schools.  In some Programs of Study that lead 
to an AAS in Accounting, students can earn up to 24 college credits while still in high school,  
completing over 1/3 of a 66-credit degree.  
 

 
 
Helena College developed Programs of Study in Automotive Technology with Great Falls, Helena,  
Drummond, and Jefferson High Schools that included 6 credits of dual enrollment courses and ideas  
for job-shadowing.  
 
For Welding and Computer-Aided Manufacturing, in addition to dual credit courses in writing,  
mathematics, computers, and science (6 credits of which are required in the college programs),  
welding and CAM students will now have the opportunity to earn up to 5 credits in courses specific  
to the programs.   
 

Helena College’s Programs of Study are available on this webpage:  

http://www.umhelena.edu/admissions enrollment/careerpathways.aspx.  

 

Math English Major Other 

M121 or 
STAT 216 

WRIT101 or WRIT121; 
and COMX 111 (Public 
Speaking) 

ACTG 101; 
BGEN 105 (Intro to 
Business) 

CAPP 156 (Excel); 
ECNS 201 & 202, or 
203; and PSYX 100 

3 credits 6 credits 6 credits 9 credits 

Tuition Savings 

 

By taking dual credit or college-credit 

only courses (either on-campus or 

online), high school students can earn 

three college credits for as little as 

$147.38, which is $265.12 less than a 

high school graduate would pay for 

the same credits.  Students register 

through their high school counselors.   


